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Missouri Doing's

CARRINGTON APPROVES
' MISS EVANS’ COURSE

State Buperintendent of Schools
Draws ths Color Line.

Jefferson City, Mo.: The refusal of
Misa Evans, a school teacher at Wells-
ton, to attend a teachers’ mesting at
which a colored teacher was present,
Is exciting considerable interest. The
local board endeavored to force Miss
Kvans to attend thizs meeting, and
when shoe porsisted in her refusal, cail-
ed upon County SBuperintendent An-
drae to revoke her certificate. This
was referred to State Superintendent
of Publie Schools W, T. Carrington,
who approve the course of Supt. An-
drae in refusing to revoke the cer
tificate,

Myr. Carrington has also written Miss
Evans, telling her the board could not
legally withhold her salary because
she had refused to attend this meet-
ing. Mr, Carrington, dlscussing the
matter, suld:

“Phis Is & trivial matter to many, no
doubt. In 1851 I took the initiative
that drew the color Hne on attendance
at the state teachers' teaining school,
for which 1 was roundly abused in
some quirters.  When 1 became a
member of the Lincoln Institute board
of regents | took the poaltion that
there should be no  white teachers
there, This was, as I belleve, in the
Interest of negro education and against
social intermingling of the races.”

DECIDES TO PAY INTEREST
ON MISSOURI SCHOOL DEBT

Btate Hoard of Fuad Commissioners
Meets nand Orders Payment.

Joftersan City, Mo.: The Mlissouri
state bonrd of funéd commissioners,

composed of Gov. Dockery, State
Treasurer Robert 1*. Willlams, Stato

Auditor Albert O, Allen nnd Altorney
General Edward €. Crow, met Batur-
day morniug, all the members being
present axcopt Gen. Crow, The board
made an order setting aside  money
with walclh to puy the lnterest on the
achoal certificntes  of  Indebtedness.
This amounts to $187.040 und is to be
&ia{rlmalud among the public schools
of the state when the annunl sppors
tionmunt of school moneys I8 muade,
Phare was also set aside §45.200.98 to
pay the interest on the seminary certifl-
caten, which goes to the state unlver
wity at Columbla and the school of
mines and metalinrgy at Rolla, making
o total of $222.305.98 To this 1s to be
added the semiannual Interest paid
on the seminary cortificates last July,
amounting to $25.10091, and making
the total interest pald on the school
cortificates nand the seminary certifi
cates $250.400.89,

EAT CAKES OF POISON.
Kansas City Children Munch Rat-Kil-
ling Biscuits.

Kannas City, Mo.: Leonard Adame,
the B.yearold son of Robert C. Adams,
distributed among his schoolmates at
Irving school m generous wupply of
strychnine and arsenle rut biscults last
week and two of the score of chlldren
muade {1l had narrow  escapes  from
death

Young Adama pleked up soveral of
the cakes of rat poluon on the counter
in BHrightwell & Landis' drug store,
thinking they were cookles. He munch-
ed them on hiv way to school and
when he arrived there gave his play-
mates a share. Fortunately the supply
ran onut hefore any of the children ate
enough to Kill them

Young Adams, Harvey Donaldson,
Sianley Selvel, Gertrudes Turfler, Doro
thy Kane, Hurey Wilkerson and Paul
Zwellel all were seriously {11, but the
physicianas gay they will recover, al
though the Adamy and Donalilson bays
were thought to be beyond recovery
for a time,

DOCTORS DIG UP THE BODY
Wew Testimeny to Bas Offered in the
Contes Murder Trial.

8t. Joseph, Mo.: A parlty of doctors
made a visit to Oakland Cometery Fri-
day night and exhumed the body of
Alrs, Ellzabeth Contes

Willlam Coates is on trial for the
fourth time for the murder of his
mother., The physicians told the court
Baturday that the body showed no
nigna of having beon properly exam-
ined when the Inqueat was held, The
result was to discredit the theory of
the Biate that young Coates choked

his mother to death and the defendant |

fn one of the moeat remarkable murder
cases over tried hers muy be dischoarg:
ed In consequence.
MNew Trial Result Of Bonner Opinlon,

Carthage, Mo.: The declaion of the
supreme court {n the Bonner case caus-
od the criminal docket In the clreuit
court to be arranged and cases already
tried ot this term resel for new trial
New trinls will be granted H, C. Lowls,
convicted for murderous assault upon
his wife, on his motion that the infor-
mation was not aworn to by the state's
attorney. Willlam Click, who was
tried for assault on Officer Ledbotter
at Joplin, and sentenced to fifteen
years In the penitentiary, will also
have 4 new trial on the same grounds

May 'I";;c Belleville Paatorate.
8t Joseph, Mo,: Rev. 1. G. Schell
of the Third Presbyterian church, this
city, Saturday resigned his pastorate
becnuse of differonces of opinion of
his congregation on church polley. He
has u cull from a church at Helleville,
1L
Liguor Men Win at Poplar Bluff, Mo,
Poplar Bluff, Mo.: At a apecial elec-
tion held here last week on the local
option question the clty voted for the
salo of liquors by 557 majority. But-
counnly also want wet _

tor

WILL TRY MATTHEWS
AFTER FARRIS AND SMITH

Judge Graves Resta Case to Conform
With Counsel's Agresment.

Jefterson City, Mo.: The Mattheaws
senatorial btribery case goes over till
March 26, When elreuit court cons
vened last week with Special Judge
W. Graves of Butler on the bench, the
case was called, ‘There was a lively
it between Asalstant Attorney Gen-
ornl Sam B. Jeffriea for the state and
Judge John W. Booth for the defense.
Mr. Jeffries asked that the case be
reset for a date followlng the Farris
and Bmith eases, ax had been agreed
by the counsel on both sides. Mr,
Booth insisted that the records showed
no such agreement. His elient, he urg:
ed, was ontitled to a speedy trinl, and
no attorney had n right to enter into
an agreement, and especinlly an oral
one, to deprive him of bz constitu.
tional rights, He was here demandipg
Immediate trial, while there I8 nothing
to grant & continuance were he neek-
Ing It, and notice lind been given that
trial would be insisted on at this time
Mr. Jeftrien sald the state had recelved
no notice that this agreemont wonld
be now disputed, and Insisted that it
be kept, Judge Graves set the case
for March 25, and court was adjourned
titl January 4.

SUES TO HAVE NOTE AND
DEED OF TRUST CANCELED

Widow Alleges Threate and Fraud as
Reason.

Mesico, Mo.: Mrs. Margarel E. Hes-
hears. n widow, living at Vandalia, this
county, has ontercd suit In  equity
azainst ¥. L., Guihrie, H. H. Hart and
O, F. Shawyver, all of Osawatomle,
an, to have o deed of trust on 250
nereg of Ralle county (Mo ) land and
four Jots In Vandalla sot aside, also
to have a note for $17.534.70 canceled,
the deed of trust having been drawn
to secure the note

Mrs. Beshears allogon in her petition,
which was filed in this colty Saturday,
that her son, C. L. Hutehlson of Osn-
watomie, through threats that he
would ki1 himes)f with a  revolver
while In her presence, Induced her to
nign the note to settle a debt which
he clnlmed, ahe says, to huve owed
Guthrie.

The plaintift alleges that the son did
not owe Guthrie at the time the note
was slgned and the doed of trost oxe
cuted, and nsks that the deed be set
aklde and the nole canceled.

KANSAS CITY HAS NEW
TELEPHONE SYSTEM

8¢ Louis Men Are Intercsted in New
Company.

Kansas Clity, Mo.: Kansas City will
huve twa lelephone systems (n operas
tion on January 2. The old Bell system
will ba compoeting with the now Home
Telephone Company, which offers
cheaper and better service. The old
company has given dissatisfaction for
yoars. The directors of the Home
Company held a meeting at the com-
pany's offices, In the Dryant bullding,
Saturday, Those who attended the
meeting were Henry Koehler and A
W. Lambert of St. Louls, E, L. Barbour
of Wausheon, O.; Arnold Kalman of St
Paul, and J, 4. Heim, J. J. Swoftord, O.
. Snyder, Walter 8. Dickey and Hugh
Ward of Kansas City. W. R. MeCann
and another engineer are examining
the Home Company's property today
for the Informnation of Investors, who
are intereosted in the company.

STONE GETS A
CHANCE OF VENUE

Stone'a Suit Agninst Chrisman to Be
Tried in Lafayetts County.

Kansas City, Mo.: Judge Dougines,
In the Clreuit Court Saturday afters
noon, granted a change of venue to
Lafayette county of the sult brought
by United Stutes Senator W. J. Stone
to recover $10.000 from Judge Chris
man, which he invested in the old Kan:
van Clty Timoes, The sult will be tried
before Judge Alexander Graves

Senator Stone, in his application for
a change of vauue, allaged that all five
of the Judges of the Circuit conrt were
preajudiced, and that he could nol get
w falr trial before any of them, The
change was opposed by Judge Chris-
man's attorneys, Frank Walsh and
Juohn Sea,

Burglars Blow Safe.

Leeper, Mo.: Purglars entered  the
atore of J. B. O'Neal at M{ll Springs
ote mile south of here, last week.
blew open the safe and secured §500,

Refuses to Debate With Missourl.

Columbia, Mo.: Migsourl university
received notice Saturday from Ne-
hraska university that the iatter de
clines to participate in the anoual de-
bate with Miasourl this yoear., The two
univeraities have for & number of
yoars held debates, and Missourl was
preparing. Nebraska made no excuse
for declining, but It Is taken hers as
esquivalent to notifying Missourl that
all relations betwesn the two univer
aities must be severed. The relations
betwoen the two Institutions have been
stralned since last fall,

Clothing Firm Assigns.
8t. Joseph, Mo.: The Perkine &
Dorge Clothing Company fled a volun.
tary deod of assignment Saturday, The
firma liabilitiea are $35,000, with assets
nearly ¢qual to that amount. The

“Wets" Carry New Madrid County.

Moorghouse, Mo.: From unofficigl re
ports by telephons it Is learnod that
thoe local option election held In New
Madrid coupty last week resulled lo a

v‘l;torr for the wets by & majorily of
, . ?

L

| supposed that the Jewish Sabbath is

When you hear the New Year
Knocking at the door,
Which, of all your wishes,
Weould you ask him for,
1t he sald he grant you
one and just no more?
When you hear the New Year
Knucking at the door,

When you hear the New Yeur
Enocking mt the door.

Would you nak for Money
Heaped In golden store?
Remember old Carnegle,
Wiho says that wealth's n bore,
When you honr the New Year
mnocking st the dour.

When yon hear the New Year
Knocking at the door,
Would you wish for Power,
Like monarchs held of yore?
Ese the Cear of Russin,
Rombarded, aft and fore,
Whett you hear the New Year
Knoeking st the Jdoor.

When yon hear the New Yoar
Knoeking nt the door,
Make the wish that's best of all,
Be what may In store—
"Tia to keep the old friends,
Boloved of your heart's core,
When you hear the New Year
Kuockitg at tha deor,

John 8 MeGroarty.

Romance of the Year

Time Civil, Ecclesiastical and Astronomical—
Date of New Year Variable-Equinoxes Alone
Constant-— Customs of New Year’s Observance
In Ancient and Modern Times.
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All nations and people have a par-
ticular epoch from which they date
the era in which they may have lived.
The Romans dated their ehronological
events from the founding of the eity.
The expresasion, *The year of Rome,”
or the letters A, U, O, (ab urbs con-
dita) refers to that particular epoch.
The Mohammedans express thelr se-
quence of time by “the year of the
prophet.” The date i= from the Helira,
of the flight of Mobammed from
Mecea (Hejira Is pronounced Hellra,
and s an Arable word meaning (Hght),
which ocourred A. D), 622, Tho Jews
reckon thelr dispensation from the
ereation of the waorld, but In reality

thelr chronology begins with  the |
Exodus. Moses Intentlonally Ilnlm-l
duced » new calendar, and makes |

Ablb their first month, It has been

the same as the seventh day on which
Gewd ended His work, but as Moaos
changed the frst month to Ablb, he
changed the firet day aiso. The first
dny of this new year was the first
day of the first month and the fArst
day of the first week. The Sabbath
belng held on the seventh day, It must
of necessity have been changed also,
But belng changed, It could not he In
correspondence with the seventh day
of creation on which God “rested.”
Christians date their epoch from the
birth of Chriet, the expression for
which ls the Latin words Auno Dom-
inl, or A. D, the Initial letters of the
words. Five centuries elapssd before
an attempt was made to authoritative
Iy fix the date of the Nativity. This
was then undertaken by Dicaysius
Exiguus (lttle), who fixed our present
chronology. It ls now generally al
Jowed that he wans four years out in
hin reckoning, and that B. C. 4 14 the
correct year. Thin eorresponds with
the statement by Irepens and Toertul
linn that Christ was born about the
vear of Rome 761,

[Hferent nations have begun thelr
count of time at differont parts of the
twenty-four hours. The ancient Ac-
cadiane, Babylonlana, Syrians, Per
wians, the modern Greeks and the in-
habitunts of the Balearic iales reckon
thelr day from sunrise to sunrise. Why
the anclent nations began the day at
sunrise {s evident from their early re
liglon, which was Magism, Fire was
a chief object of reverence with them,
and the run as the grand symbol of
thoir worship recolved ospocial venera-
tion, Henee they began thelr day ns
they began their devotions—with the
rising sun.

Others, Hke the Athentans, the Chl
nese and the Jewa have countad the
day from sunsel to sunsel. Why the
Jows begin the day from wsunset s
potent from their religlen. The ehar-
acteristics of the Jewlsh religion are
in sharp contrast to those of other
nations, The alm of Moses was to

wean them from the grossness nfl
orlental religlons. Hence the contrasis |
and antitheses. 1If the worshipers of |
the elementa begin the day with sun- ]
rise, then the followers of Jehovah
will begin thelrs with sunsel. Moses
can have no concord with error.

The Egyptinn® and pagan Roman
priests began thelr day st midnighe |
Most European nations follow the |
same rule, Americans have also adopt.
ad the custom, Astronomers, however, |
begin the day at noon, when the sun :
Is on the meridian, |

To Hipparchus, a Greek phllosopher,
who flonrished aboul B, C 150, must
e given the eredit of dividing tne
day from midnlght to midnight into
twonty-fagr hourw, or two equal por
tlons of twelve hours each. This sys.
tem prevalls generally at the present
day. But astronomers count contipy
ously for twenty-four hours,

The week, as all know, conslsts of
seven days. Christians and  Jews |
told this diviglon because God created
the heaven and the earth (the solar
ayslem) and primordial forms of life
in mix days, and “‘rested” on  the
seventh. But it would seem that
ragan natlons selected seven days Do
ecause of the seven plapets known to

them, after which they called the
days, The sun and moon were (o
cluded In the planets, They wera:

Sun, Mercury, Venus, Moon, Mars,
Juplter, Saturn. We call throo days
of the week directly after the planots
—Saturday (Saturn), Sunday (Sun)
Monday (Moon), and four through the
Baxon names for the others: Tuesday
(Tuesco-Murs), Wodnesday (Woden
—Mercury), Thursday (Thor—Jupl
ter), and Friday (Friga—Venus),
The month, no doubt, originated
from the phases of the moon. These,
kharp and well-defined, are four o
pumber: the new moon, first quarter,
full moon and last gquarter. Bach of

these phases oceuvies about seven

dayn, #o that from new full moon to
rew full moon, there s something

!

more than twenty-nine days, which is |

called a synodical month, or Innation

No patlon np to the present time
Lns devised n system of absolute ac-
curacy in the measurgment of the
colar year, Bome ancient natlons, such
as the Chaldeans, reckoneid the year
a8 360 days. This s the pringiple of
that most snclent astronomical term,
the Zodiae, The Zodine I8 u helt en-
circling the heavens on cach slde of
the ecliptic, within which the planots
lenows (o the anclent always revoive
It extends elght degroes on cach sido
of the coeliptic. It divided into
twelva equal parts, calld digns of the
Zodiae. It ls a great cycle, and is di-
vidod into 300 dogrees, like all oir
elen; hegee 300 days In the Chaldean
year,

The Egyptians counted 265 daye in
their vear, As the year contains
265 days pearly, such systems could
not fatl to work great inconvenlence,
for the seasons would move round in
n cyele from one time of the year to
the other. Let me make this
plain. Take the winter solstice, for
indtance, which bappens on Dee. Z1,
At the end of four years the solstice
would be not on Dec. 21, but on Dec.
£2. The sun would be behind time. In
order, therefare, that the sensons
should occur at the same time in the
oivil year, it was necessary to take
pocount of this fraction of a day.

Julius Coaesar, the great RHoman em-
peror, determined to rectify the error.
He called the cslehirated Egyptian as
tronomer, Sosigines, to his ald, Sosi-
pines suggested the addition of a day
overy fourth year. This day was add-
od to February, and Is known to us as
“Leap Your,” bnt to the Romans os
Nissext!le (Dis, twice, soxtus, sixthy,

Thizx corrected calendar becamo
known as the Jullan. But as it made
the year consist of 365 dar=, 6 hours,
it was In excess of the actual time by
: minute 10.3 swevonds. Small as wasa
this fraction, It accumulated la about
cne day In every 134 years,

The calendar needed reform. Time,
civil and ecclesinstical, required re
adjustment.
sary change was dangerous, as the
learned Frinr Bacon fuund to his cont.
For pointing out errors in the ealendar
he recelved as o roward [or the ad-
vocacy of the truth & prison, where he
romalned ten years,

As often  bappens, ecclesiastical
requirements mionister to civil neces-
wities, The Immoedinte cause of the
correction of the calopdar was an
error in the tme of observing the
Easter featival, The Connell of Nice,
in A. D, doereed thot Easter fs
the SBunday following the full moon,
next after the Vernal egquinox. Owing
to disputes arising from this decreo
Pope Hilariug, In 408, ordered that the
paschal moon should not be the actual
full moon, but an ldeal one, falllng on
the 14th day of thé moon by the
motonic eycle iso-called from Metoud,
4 Grook philozsopher, who discovered
it It conmists of ninoteen years, ot
the end of which the suu is In about
the same gposition he was at the be
ginning).

In 1382 It was found that the real

is

20,

| oquinox fell ten days before the nom.

error in the
had got four

from tho
Easter

nal one, apd
Matonle eyele,
days wrong. Then Pope Grogory
X1l reformed the calendar, ealled
ofter hi:n the Gregorinn calendar, by
tho ald ef Clavius, n learped Jesuit,

Tho oquipox of 1382, which should
have fallen on March 21, fell on
March 11. Gregory cut the Gordian

knot by decrecing that Oct. § of that
yoar should be counted ax Oct, 15,

Tho first method of measuring time,
as far as wo know, was by moans of
the obelisk, The pyraumids of Egypt
very probably answerced the same puor-
pose, Josephns  states that  Moses
erected, at Hellopolis, In Esypt, a pil
lar for auch purposes. “The cloudy
pillar” that eecompanied the Israel
ften in their forty years' wanderings in
tho wilderness, and which was a “pil-
lar of fro by night,” mest ikely ane
swered the same purpose. Pliny states
that an obelisk, pow on the Thames
smbankment In London, and Kknown
as “Oleopatra’'s Needle,” was erected
by Mesophres about B, €, 1700, likely
for similnr uses, We all know, I hope,
the reference In the Bible to the sun-
dial of Ahax, about B, C. 740, Aeccord:
ing to 8t. Jerome, who revised the old
Latin Dible Into what Is called the
Vulgnte Version of tha Holy Serip-
fures, It was a pillar erecled pear a
fllght of steps (trawslated degrees in
the Euglish Bible). Berosus was the
first to construct a sundial proper, In
B, ©. 640—the first recordod in pro-
fane history.

But to urge the necos- |

X X %

But sundialg are only nszeful wher
the sun shines; honee some other
menenres of thme became o nocessity.

| The Egyptians were suecessful in in

quite |

venting such a contrivance
called it the Clepsydra (kleps, tc
steal, and  hudor, water), by whict
time was mensured by & continuons
flow of water ut a uniform motion
The Clepsydra In frst mentloned by

They

Empedocles, who fourlshed In the
fifth contury Lefare Chreist, 1t was
brought (o a high degree of perfec

tlon by a philosophes of Alexandria
named Clesebins, and continued down
to the imvention of clocks, probably in
the fourtecnth econtury. Watchos fol
lowad in duo courge, U1l they have
become an almost pecessary roquisite
of everyday use,

Most people are under the Impres
slon that the rotation of the ecarth
has never varied from one complete
turn in twenty-four houra. Hut this Is
an error. The motions of both oartk
und moon have not been invariable
There was 4 time when the lunar
month was twenty-nine days instead al
twonty-seven, as It now ls (8ir It
Ball: Time and Tide). The synodiem
month, thorefore, was between thirty
und thirtyone days. (A synodieal
mountl s the Interval from one new
moun to the next,) 2o that primitive
man, reckoning the month as a synodi
cal period, or lunation, may not have
been wo innccurate as we in our s
perior wisdom lnagine.

Going back from this epoch to the
Infaney of the moon, we come fo o
time whon the day and month were
of equal duration—about four hours
each! CGolng forward to the old age
of the earth, we como (o an epoch
when the day snd mooth are again
egual, But this time, lustead of being
tour hours each, they will be 1,400
houra. Juost think of ItT  Oné day mst
Ing 1,400 hours! When the day will
equal fifty-wight of vur present days
what will be the length of the year?
Hut we must not stop at a 1,400-hout
day, Guoing still forward in the faroff
fuliire, we come to A time when the
face of the ecarth  will be always
turned to the sun, as the moon’s face
Is now turned to the earth, and ax she
will continue to be. Then there will
be a perpetunl day. for the sun shall
never set, Hterally (ulfilling the words
of the prophet: "Thy sun shall nc
more go down, neither shall thy moon
withdraw Itself”  (Is. Ix:20.) The
romance of time! How it fascinates!

The new year has been  observed
with festive rejoicings from remotesi
antiquity. 1ts celebration by religions
a4 well as secnlar observauces, pre
valled gencrally among the natlons ol
antiquity. And Egyptians, Hindus
Chiness, Persinns, Jews, Romans and
Mohammedans, nalthough  differing
widely na to the thme from which they
reckon the new year, all regard it witk
cupecial Intereat of a Joyvous Kind,

The Clilnesc begin the year ot the
Vernal oquinox, and make it one of
the most  wplendid  fostivals,  All
claskes mingle together, and unite in
thanksgiviug for mercles received and
prayers for & genlal season and good
crop.

With the Findps the firat day of the
new your s sacred (o Ganesa, the
god of wisdom, to whom kids and
wild deor are sacrificed amid Hluminm
tiong amd  rejoleings. Among the
mountadnons twibes & bufalo is sne
rifleed before vast multitudes of peo
ple.

The Sabonns held a grand featival
on the day the sun entered Arus, one
of the slens of the Zodlae. Priests
and people marched to the templos
and szerificed to the planetary gods.

In the Pritish Isles the Drulds be
gan the year on March 10th, with the
rolemn ceremony of cutting the mils-
tletoe from the sacred oak. On that
day two white bulls were tied by the
horns. When n Druld, elothed In white
robes, mounted the tree and cut off
the mistletow, after which the wsscri
flens were offored.

The Moexleans on new year's day
adorned thelr louses and tersvles
and engoged in varlous religlons cere
monies. On such occarlon human
sacrifice waas offered to propitiate the
gols,

In modern times it is also an occa-
sion of social rejolcing and Inter
change of courtesles. In  England,
under old style, the ycar began on
March 25. On the change of date to
Jan. 1, great opposition was offered
by the people generally. Many really
belleved they were being deprived of
eleven years of their exlstence.

Rev. F. P. Duffy, Beecretary Amerd
can Church Bible Iustitute,

Ravenswood, [llinoks.

LEBSON I1

Goldon ‘Text.—Ropent ye: for the king-
om of heaven v ot hamd <Matl 3:2,

L The Conditions in Judes when
John Entered upon the Scene—The
people were restless under the Ro-
man dominlon and the burdens of a
forelgn military power. They longed
to break the yoke, and be free and ln-
devendent. They were looliing for the
promised Deliverer, and the Measiante
times wo gloriously foretold by Isaiah.

1. John the Baptist, the Reformer
and Forerunner of Christ.—Ve 1, 4.
1. “In those days.” While Josus wai
living In Nazareth. “Came” (cometh)
“John the Baptist." The present tense
of the revigslons givesa a vivid pleture
of thoe scene, when suddenly, like
Elfjah of old, with an abrupiness al
moet ke a flesh of lghtning from A
clear sky, John appeared. “a burning
and shining lght,” among the hills of
Judea. “Preaching.” Proclalming, as
# heruld aonouncing the coming of the
King, or messagos from the King. “In
the wilderness of Judea,™

John the Baptist, so ealled becaune
he baptized those who repented and
cimfessed thelr sins.  Baptism was
the most chornoteristie publie feature
of hile work.

John the Baptist was born In the
simmer of B, G5, aboul six months
bofore Jesug, in the hill eountry of
Juden Hin parents were the priest
Zucharins and his wife Blisaboth, the
cousin of Mary; so that Jesus and
John were deeoond eousins. John was
the child of prayer and of prophecy.
He was a Nazirlte, drinking “nelther
wine nor strong deink.” and was filled
with the Holy sSpirit from his birth
I Luke 1:16),

'H:\hylum_ as wo shall see below,

HI. His Message—Repentance, the
Doar of Hope~~Vs. 20, Note that
two reforms In the history of lsrael
ilhistrate the mission of John, (1)
The reform of Elijul, when that
prophet brought to repentance and
the serviee of God the people who

| had been lod astray into heathen wor
hip and morals by Ahab, John came
in the spirit and power of Elijah to
| do n work similar to Elljuh's, =0
Christ himsell sald (Matt, 11:14; 17
11:13; eo:npare Mal 4:5 0; Luke 1
1TV () The return of the Jews from

"

2. “And saying, Repent.” This is
the ossentinl and eternally necossary
condition by which s sinner cean enter
the “Kingdom of hdaven,” that condl-
tlon of things where God 1s the real
King, the laws are those of heavon,
the spivit of te members is that of
henven, It j& the rule of God on earth
a8 he rules in heaven. Is at hand,
In the person of Christ, its King, who
was soon to come and inaugurate a
new era, & bew and marvelous devel
apment of that kingdom. This fact
brought o new motive for repentance,
fur now It wonld be easler to repent,
forgiveness was more assured, the
Messings were nearer, the ingpirations

John was the Authorized Herald
ant Messenger 3. “Fgr this is he that
was *poken of by the prophet Esnlas”
(the Greek form of Isalah), in lsa. 490
&5, quoted from the Scoptuaging, the
Greek version then in common use,
The message which follows was prin.
cipnlly spoken to the cxiles In Babylos
five or centuries before Christ,
"Tke voice of one crylng In the wi

wiy

derness.”  John ls called a volea, he
cause (1) ho wan the utterer of God's
thotight, ¢2) “The whole man was a
sermon.”
Iay chiefly In the message, not In the
messenger. (4) Himsell weak and in-
significant, like o breath, a mere vibra-
tlon of air, he yet produced a mighty |
éffect on the sonls of men. “"Prepare
ye the way of the Lord.’

The Appearance of the Prophet, 4
Ralment of camel's hair. Not the |
costly cloth made of the fine halr of
the eamel, but a eoarse, rough fabric
from the long shaggy halr shed every
year, “A leathoern girdia" The sim
plest girdle of untanpned leatheyr in
contrast with the costly, embroldered
girdies in  which Orlentals delight.
“"His meat was loensts,” The common
brown lucist is about three inches in
length, and the gencral form I8 that of
o grassbhopper. They are still used as
food, “And ‘wild  honey,” which
pbounds in Palestine, stored In hol-
low treées or clefts In the rocks.

His Attractive Power. Therefore
there (v. 6) “"went out to him" the
inhabltants of “Jerugalem,” practical-
ly the whlole ecity, “and all Judea."
They dld vot all go out at onee, but
kept going and coming. Here we find
a lesson for preachers and teachiers,

(1) John spoke to the hearts and
needs and hopes of the people. They
were haoping for a dellverer from the
Roman yoke, and questioned whether
John might e the one, They were
awakening to n religlous hope of the
better Moersianic times. (2) The tor
rible  denunelations of sln tonched
thelr moral nature, and almost fascls
nated them luto lstening. Perhaps,
fecliag gullty, they wanted to hear
other men's sins brought to light. (%)
*There was always hope with the cop-
dommnution. John pointed out a way
of escape, It was not the terror of
despalr, but of urgency o use the
means of dellveranoce,

IV. How John Prepared the Way
for Christ.—Vs. 6:12; First, By the
Call to Repentence. There s no pos
sibllity of eatering the kingdom of the
good, hut by turning away from, and
renouncing win, The darkness must
he left before one can enter [nto the
lght.

Second. By Baptism  and Confes-
slon, 6, “And wero baptized of him

|
|
1
|
and helps were stronger. }
|

(1) Because the enmhnsinL

In Jordan.” Baptism was the visihig,
public aet of rencuncing the old Jife
of sin, and enterlug upon the new ang
holy life that belongs to the kingdom
of God. Tt was a declsive act that
made It easler 0 continue ln the new
life,

“Confessing thelr sina” No one
truly repents who does not also cop-
fess—to God the sins agalnst God, 1o
mun the sins against man, ever also
making restitution as far as possible,

Third. By Warnings. 7. “The Phar-
Isees.” A leading religlous sect who
glorled In keeping the forms of pe.
liglon, without lts splrit or s holl
ness.  “Sadducces” The smaller but
Influential gect who denfed the futurs
life and Its motives, and were the em-
bodiment of worldiness, “Come 1o
his baptism.” Why? (1) Drawn by
the generel intérest and excitement.
(2} Perhaps to wateh what was going
oni, &0 #e to hinder the work if need
be. (3 Possibly with a hall-conseions
feeltng of sin and need. "0 gonera-
tion" (offspring, hrood) “of vipery™
Soe Christ's descreiption of them in
Matt, 23, “Who hath warned yon?
What made you think that there (e
danger, sineo you claim to be sy good,
the very eleet of God! “Tho weeth to
come.”  The punlshment that must
come upon the gulity patlon and the
slaful lndividual uoless they forsook
thelr sins (Mal. 3:2; 4:5; Luke 21.5-
26; Mart. 22:13; Nom. 2:9).

Fourth. By Requiring the Frulis
Meetl for Repentance. % “Hring forth
therefore,” If you really wish to be
saved, and o escape. If you wish two
be baptized. “Frults meet for repent

nnee””  The frite that grow owt of
truy repentance, aml prove i true,
as good fruit proves the tree o be
!',ll‘ltl:

Fifth. By Sweeping awasy False Bx-
cuses, 9, "And think not to way with-
In yourselves™ ne n reason sor oot
soeeing the necessity of repentance
and Its frulte In order to eater the
kingdam of heaven, “We bave Abra
Lam to” (far) “onr father." Wo are
the direet descendants of Abrabham

und Inheritors of the promises made
to him. Therefore, we already belong
to the Eingdom, and do not need re
pentance In order to enter, Hut this
was an utterly false hopo, for “God is

able of these stones,” “doubtiesy
poluting 1o the siones that lay on
the shore of Jordan, where he was
baptizing. May there not be a play
on the woards banim (children), aban-
im (stones) ¥~ Cambridge Bible. "To
raise up children unto Abraham.” He

bas rajsed up milllons of such splrl
tual children of Abraham, This em-
phasizes the fact that there Is no way
Into the kKingdom without repentance.

1, “The ax is lald™ (is Iying)
“nnto™ (at) “the root of the trees,"™
all ready o cut them down when the
time came. A If o farmer, looking
over his orchard, and soclng a tree
frultless or with  only  poor fruit,
shonld lay his axe at its roots for
his wervants to fit the tree down, It
was iald therwr@fwarning, Bvory
tree which bringeth sot forth  pood
frult Ie hewn down." Because It takes
the place of romething better. “Amnd
cast Into the frve,” & painful and terrl-
ble destruction.

Sixth. By Pointing to the Redeem-
er—na Qreater Power, n Larger Hope.
1L "1 inaeea waptize you with water,”
I give yon the outward sign and sym-
hol. | eall you to repentance, but 1
cannot give you the new life. But 1
point vou to one “that cometh alter
me,”" whose forerunner I am, but who
Is 0 much pgreater, buetter, more
worthy than I, that his “shoes | am
not worthy ta bear,” nor to unlovse
the thonme by which his sandals are
fastened, the work of the meanest
wlave of the household., “He shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost”
(Ghost Ir old English for “spirit.”)
The mightiest power in the universe
for renewling the heart and bringing
In the kingdom of CGod. “And with
fire”  The symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Seveuth. By Decluring the Cortaln-
ty of the Day of Jwlgment. 12
“Whose fan” (winnowing fan) “is in
his hand.” The fan Is not fan in our
sense, It 18 m broad, lHght, weoden
shovel, with which the grain (8 thrown
up to the breege, that the wind may
wipnow the chaff from the grain. “He

will throughly.” ©OIld form of thor
oughly, from the preposition
“through.”  "Purge.” Cleanse the
chafl and 4irt from the good graln.
"is floor.” Threshing Moo, repre-
senting the world with its minglod
Eood and bad. “"His wheat” Tho

good, the true members of his king-
dom, “Into the garner.” Granary:
the right place for the wheat; the
kingdom of heaven. "But <« = »#
the chafl.” The refusc; the useless,
representing all who contipue in sin,
uarcpentant, good for pothing, horm-
ful. Thosie who refuse to bo convert-
ed, and thos to be made Into good
wheat, “He will burn up = * »
with unquenchable fire.” That no
power can put out or enable them to
escape. Tho only possible hope of
wicked men ¥ In coasing to be wicked,
There |8 8 time in the lives of both In-
dividuals apd of natlons when the
chaff may be ehanged Into wheat. But
there I8 no hope if they remain chaff,
Before the world can become the
kingdom of God, the wicked must be
removed; elther they must become
good, or they must be destroyed,

God's balances weigh every Individ-
unl at the tmes when he feels Inde-
pendent of God, s well a8 when he
feels dependent upon the Divine
merey.

At His Feet.
Thow knowest, Lord, the weariness
and sorrow
Of the sad heart. that comes to Thee
for rest—
Cares of today and burdens for to-
morrow,
Blessings implored and sins to be
confessed:
I comu before Thee at Thy gracious
word,

And lay them at Thy feet; Thou

knowest, Lord,
—Jane Borthwick.

As Our Cholce g Made,

Some of the sober reflectlons ine
volved In the pussing yeurs come from
the sease of narrowing opportunities,
Things that it wounld have been en-
tirely practicable to attempt twealy
years ago it would be absurd ta con-
slder today, It Is nol that wo are
physically weaker than we were then,
but we made our choles, Trought and
skill and babit bave taken a vertain
ser, and we should have to throw
away the work of yeura In order to do
differently than we are dolng,




